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Abstract
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The main objective of this paper is to characterize British humour in political discourse and to identify special methods and techniques employed in creation of humorous effect. First of all, humour is defined as a complex phenomenon and several approaches and theories of humour are overviewed in this paper, some of them are applied to the research (Incongruity Theory and General Theory of Verbal Humour). Different types of humour are distinguished and special interest is taken in joke, anecdote, satire, parody and irony as they are particularly favoured in political discourse. Moreover, verbal humour is differentiated from non-verbal one in the analysis of language-dependent jokes based on ambiguity at various levels of language and referential jokes which are mainly based on script opposition and allusions. Finally, the research proves to be acute as humour in political discourse is widespread, important and crucial, thus, it requires to be studied carefully. 
