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Our research paper is devoted to the study of English syntax and its potential on the material taken from the novel “Of Human Bondage” by W.S. Maugham. 

In particular, the paper is aimed at making a general review of English syntax from the traditional point of view, introducing the cognitive approach to syntax and the notion of distribution of attention within it and analyzing the syntactic potential of two extracts from the book on the basis of studied material.

The relevance of the research lies in the fact that the syntax and its usage is studied not only from the traditional viewpoint but also from the cognitive one.  Cognitive linguistics is a relatively new branch of linguistics and offers a number of understudied phenomena including the notion of distribution of attention. 

The analysis of the syntactic material presented in the novel allows us to figure out some features typical of the author and his works, shows how he uses its resources to depict his characters, their emotional state and atmosphere in general,
which syntactic and other means the writer resorts to to convey his ideas and highlight more important elements. 

Structurally the paper consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography. 
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