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The present research paper is devoted to grammatical features of poems written by Edward Estlin Cummings. In Introduction we specify the subject matter and the aims of the work.  In Chapter 1 we discuss the category of modality and the means of expressing modality and define the notion of poetry. In Chapter 2 grammatical analysis of poems by Cummings is provided. In Conclusion we highlight the main grammatical features of the works under analysis. Bibliography contains the list of sources cited in the paper.
The relevance of the research lies in admitting the decisive role of modality in interpreting poetic discourse.
The subject matter of the paper is the category of modality and its role in creating poetic discourse. The material under analysis comprises E.E. Cummings’ poems devoted to love and anti-war themes. The main tasks set for the research were to single out the main grammatical means expressing modality in English modernist poetry of the 20th century and study their function in the works of an individual author. 
The linguistic analysis we conducted was based on the notion of the textual net suggested by Prof. Nozdrina. 
Our research showed that modality makes a considerable contribution to comprehending poetic discourse. Among the main means of expressing modality typical of the works by Cummings we distinguished irregularities in the system of moods and tense-aspect forms. We came to the conclusion that grammatical means expressing modality are used in interaction with other language means and vary in accordance with the topic of the poem.
The results of the research can be used to teach English language learners how certain means of expressing modality can help the reader follow the idea and logic of poetic discourse.
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