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The aim of the present diploma paper is to study the development of the English language grammar in the Middle and Early New English periods. 
To accomplish this goal the following tasks were set: 1) to analyze the works of Middle English and Early New English poets Geoffrey Chaucer and Edmund Spenser, 2) to investigate the changes in the grammatical system in the Middle and New English period caused by linguistic factors.
In the first part of the diploma paper I give some information about the poets and provide the background information about the major changes that took place from the Middle to Early New English period.
In the second part I provide examples for different grammatical changes that took place in that periods, analyze and compare them and draw conclusions.
Having conducted the research in the diploma paper I come to the conclusion that the main tendencies that influenced the development of the English language were those towards unification, simplification, standardization and that towards the use of analytical forms. As a result of those changes, many of the old synthetic forms were lost, and grammatical forms are built now mainly in the analytical way. Many markers of the grammatical forms were reduced and leveled, and most of them went out of use. The dialectal differences in grammar almost disappeared. Some functions were restricted, and some expanded due to the tendencies of simplification on the one hand and unification – on the other.  



