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Modern sociolinguistics brings up the problem of language as a means of expressing national and social identity. The paper includes introduction, two chapters, conclusions and bibliography list. Its aim is to describe peculiarities of Irish English prosody, which was studied on the basis of five recordings done by three Irish English speakers (male and female Dublin residents). The data obtained as a result of auditory, computer-based, functional and basic statistical analyses have enabled the author to claim that the main peculiarity of Irish English melody is an extensive use of falling tones characterized by the presence of a rising onset as well as delayed falls. Correlating the results with the description of Scottish and Welsh prosody, the author argues that this feature owes to Gaelic substratum transfer.
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