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The present thesis seeks to discover mechanisms and forms of cognitive dissonance in English and American poetry. The first chapter focuses on pragmatic characteristics of poetic discourse, which include literariness, creativity and intertextuality. In the second chapter the notion of cognitive dissonance is introduced and illustrated with English and American poems; cognitive dissonance as a feeling of psychological discomfort arising from the clash of cognitions in the mind is analysed as a linguistic phenomenon. The analysis of the poems is undertaken with the help of linguistic and cognitive methods, including discourse analysis and schemata analysis. The object of the study is the phenomenon of cognitive dissonance in poetic discourse, the subject of the study is forms and mechanisms of cognitive dissonance in English and American poetry. The results of the study include distinguishing two mechanisms of cognitive dissonance – positive and negative, the first one leading to a better understanding of the poem, the latter hindering the reader’s comprehension. The forms of cognitive dissonance revealed in the thesis are discerned through the way how the reader overcomes the feeling of discomfort caused by cognitive dissonance. Thus, five forms of internal cognitive dissonance are introduced, which coincide with the language levels and include phonological, morphological, grammatical, lexical and syntactical cognitive dissonance. As for external cognitive dissonance, it is surmounted through three different forms – factual, empirical and dissonance evoking moral and ethical values. An implication of these findings is that both forms and mechanisms of cognitive dissonance in English and American poetry should be taken into account when teaching English as foreign language. Introducing poetry in English lessons helps teachers explain language phenomena, enriches the students’ language personalities and enhances intercultural communication.
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