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The paper is dedicated to the study of how the Modern English grammatical norm has been formed in the course of history; and the study of the development of the American variant of the English language, both standard and non-standard use of the language. The paper consists of two parts: theoretical that provides a foreground of the research, revealing the main stages of the development of the two variants of the English language; and practical that deals with specific examples from British and American literature containing archaic or vernacular patterns.
The object of the research is morphological and syntactical patterns that are considered archaic or vernacular according to the modern norm. The material was studied with the help of following methods: the synchronic method, the method of diachronic analysis, the method of comparative description. 
The research allows to conclude that at the Age of Correctness (1660 – 1800) almost all the remaining inflections were dropped, the language became analytical. The development of the literary norm in the New English period made the language more stable, that is why the number of changes was reduced in the following centuries.
The results of the research are of both theoretical and practical value. They may serve as basis for further research in the field of the history of the English language.
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