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This master's thesis aims to determine the types of semantic change that occurred in French borrowings into English during the Anglo-Norman period. To that end, Chapter 1 of the thesis outlines the key political, social and cultural changes that followed the Norman conquest of England. Chapter 2 analyzes the phenomenon of  lexical borrowing and describes the basic types of semantic change. Chapter 3 analyzes a number of words borrowed into English from French during the Anglo-Norman and early Middle English periods, and uses the data from etymological dictionaries and modern English dictionaries to determine the main types of semantic change undergone by the words as they were borrowed into English. For three of the words, the chapter also uses corpus data to analyze the context of the words' use in Middle English literature, enabling us to determine the frequency of occurrence for each of the meanings for a particular word. The thesis has identified metaphor and metonymy as the predominant types of semantic change during the historical period being analyzed, though widening and narrowing have also been encountered. A number of words has also been identified that had their original meaning preserved in English.

The findings of the thesis can be used in teaching English lexicology, specifically the dynamics of semantic change and their causes. They can also be used in determining the character of semantic evolution for corresponding lexical units of English and another language. The methods used in the thesis include the analysis of dictionary definitions, elements of semantic component analysis, etymological analysis and contextual analysis. This thesis can lay the groundwork for further, more detailed analysis of the semantics of French loanwords during the Anglo-Norman and Middle English periods.
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