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The present graduation paper deals with the new components in messaging, namely on the Internet, and consists of an introduction, a theoretical part including eleven chapters which are an overview of the most widespread lexical features of internet communication, a practical part including nine chapters, a conclusion and a list of references. The graduation thesis supports the fact that the language is still in progress and people like playing with it. The topic of the paper seems to be relevant, as more and more people from all over the world are using the Internet, allowing a faster as well as a more efficient way of communication. The object of the research is lexical features of internet communication found in online chats. The aim of this study is to examine the linguistic features that are typical of the kind of written English used in online chats. Furthermore, one of the objectives is to compare the use of different lexical features and reveal the most frequent one(s). The main web sites used for this purpose were Instagram and Facebook. Extracts taken from these web sites are used in the practical part to support the results of the research. The theoretical part explains the key notions needed for this thesis with reference to works of well-known linguists. The research involving quantitative and functional methods is concerned with the analysis of the popularity of particular features and the aims and functions of their use. The results of the analysis showed that abbreviation is the most frequently used feature because it saves time and makes communication faster.
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