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The topic of the present paper is the tagged utterance used in courtroom discourse. The study is quite topical: first, tag questions are typical features of the English language and, thus, are widely used in everyday speech. Secondly, tagged utterances are widely used in the courtroom as they are a means of influencing the listener and third parties as well as building bias, which proves crucial in many linguistic situations, especially in courtroom discourse. The paper consists of the introduction, the theoretical and practical parts, conclusion and bibliography. The overall objective of this paper is to study in detail one of the typical features of courtroom discourse – the use of the tagged utterance, its structure, functions and pragmatics.  The theoretical part of the paper focuses on some characteristic features of courtroom discourse, the trial, its participants and stages as well as the structure and functions of tagged utterances. In the practical part, the use of different types of tag questions and their frequency and functions are analyzed. The results are carefully described and presented in tables and charts. The paper reveals that in courtroom discourse out of seven possible functions of tags, informational tag questions are the prevailing type of tags. The present paper meets the requirements set for graduation papers and can be considered by the State Examination Board.
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