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The paper presents a study of means and strategies used in children’s requests and adults’ reaction to them. The first chapter describes the basics of Speech Act theory, focuses on the acts of request, consent and refusal and dwells on the peculiarities of communication between an adult and a child.  The second chapter is devoted to the comparative analysis of the speech acts of request, consent, and refusal by Russian- and English-language speakers based on films and episodes from series of different years. 
The aim of the paper is to compare these speech acts in order to find similarities and distinctions in the functioning of different linguistic means of their expression. The method used in the research is the comparative analysis.

The findings prove that Russian and American children express their request quite similarly, the differences are mainly imposed by the grammatical structures of the languages. The indirect form of request is used more frequently than the direct one, though the imperative structure is always preferred if the need is urgent. The possible choice of positive or negative reaction to the child’s request is determined by the parenting style, which are alike in both cultures. The ratio of parents’ negative / positive reaction is similar, though Americans usually accompany the refusal with argumentation, while Russians avoid explaining the reasons of refusing. 
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